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Asht on Hat chery

ABSTRACT

Qur main purpose for this project at the State Fish Hatchery, Ashton, |daho
is to support the fisheries nanagenent program of the |Idaho Department of Fish
and Ganme by culturing catchable and fingerling size fish and stocking the | akes,
reservoirs and streans of the five (5) eastern Idaho counties that lie in Region
6.

Aut hor :

Hark L. M ssel dine
Fi sh Hatchery Superintendent 11



| NTRODUCTI ON

The State Fish Hatchery at Ashton is located in northern Frenpont County at
an elevation of 5,275 feet above sea level. The hatchery is |located on Bl ack
Springs, has a six (6) cfs flow of spring water. The tenperature of this spring
water varies, with an average tenperature of 51° F.

The hatchery rearing facilities include a one nmillion egg capacity incubating
room supported by two fish rearing areas that include 600 cubic feet of inside
troughs and 25,000 cubic feet of outside raceway system

This project operated by two pernmanent personnel, living in residences at
the station, are aided with one or two tenporary aides as the work | oad requires.

FI SH PRODUCTI ON

Wth a one nillion egg allocation we were able to reach the 50,000 pounds fish
production that was needed to neet our production quota for the year.

Qur egg supply cones fromtwo areas; the State Fish Hatchery at Hayspur in
Bl ai ne County, and the Plynouth Rock Trout Hatchery in Plynmouth, Massachusetts.

We received 930,580 rai nbow trout eggs from Hayspur Hatchery and 187, 968
brown trout eggs fromthe Plymouth Rock Trout Hatchery. We also received 126, 454
cutthroat trout fry from Henrys Lake Hatchery that were planted back into Henrys
Lake as 1 inch to 3 inch fingerlings. Fromthe rai nbow trout eggs we planted 160, 008
catchabl e size fish and approxi mately 900,000 fingerling size fish. There were
130,806 1 inch to 3 inch fingerling brown trout planted into the Henrys Fork drain-
age north of Ashton.

We al so aided in the sal vage of several hundred fish fromthe Henrys Lake
outlet and fromthe Dry Beds Canal in the South Fork of the Snake River.

The Island Park Reservoir on the North Fork of the Snake River was drained
for mai ntenance work and the rough fish popul ati on was eradi cated and the
reservoir restocked with rai nbow trout fromother state hatcheries. The Ashton
Hat chery hel ped with this restocking project.

We had a 1,162,477 total production for the year that total ed 49, 281 pounds.
FI SH FEED USED
In order to reach this total production we fed out during the year 83,450
pounds of commercial fish feed at a cost of $16,330.57, for a conversion rate
of 1.69:1, and a feed cost of $.331 for each pound of fish produced.
This dry feed was purchased through state bid, along with approximtely

300 pounds of Oregon Moist Pellets that were used to help cutlure the sw mup
brown trout fry.



FI SH DI SEASE

Bacteria gill disease was our major concern during the year, although we
did have sone Hexamita occur in our fingerling rainbow and sonme external bacteria
in our catchable rai nbow.

The bacteria gill disease was kept under control by the use of three chenica
agents: Copper sulfate, Cutrine, and Purina 4X. These agents were used as a
Copper sulfate flush and the Cutrine and Purina 4X was adnini stered by the use of
a constant flow siphon apparatus.

The Hexamita was controlled by the addition of epsomsalts to the diet and
the external bacteria and strawberry skin disease was controlled with Formlan
as a constant flow treatnent.

STATI ON | MPROVEMENTS

During the year we had one mmjor inprovenent. This was the addition to the
hat chery building of an incubation roomfor the rearing of fingerling fish. This
room has 12 cenment troughs with 50 cubic feet of fish holding area. This area
with 350 gallon per mnute of spring water should carry about 1,000,000 swi m up
fry to fingerling stage.

In other inprovenents residence #2 was renodel ed and painted and the floors
carpeted. Also, all sewer systens were cleaned and all necessary dam boards in
the outside raceway systens were replaced.

PUBLI C RELATI ON WORK

We had both nmoney and physical assistance from Trouts Unlinited, a sportsnman
organi zation of ldaho Falls, Idaho, in helping with our brown trout program
Wth these people's assistance our brown trout was introduced into the Henrys
Fork drai nage of the Snake River, known as the Stone Bridge area at the con-
fluence of the Warm Ri ver and Robi nson Creek.

We worked with and attended ot her sportsman activities throughout the area.
The Fremont County Sportsman Boosters Club continued to receive fromthe Ashton
Hat chery their quota of fingerling rainbowthat were planted, reared and rel eased
fromtheir Blacks Springs and Hog Hol | ow rearing ponds. W supplied the club with
approxi mately 30,000 three (3) inch rainbow fingerling for their stocking prograns.

Cooperative agreements were fully taken care of with the private | and owners
that fell under the Island Park Reservoir treatnent program

Sone prelinmnary work was done with the state parks people at Harrimn
State Park with concern for a possible brook trout spawntaking site on West
Thur man Creek.

HATCHERY PERSONNEL

The Ashton Hatchery is operated by two (2) pernmanent personnel, a Superintendent
Il in charge of the station and a Superintendent | as an assistant. Wth the
Federal Governnent prograns we are able to get further personnel assistance through
the YACC and CETA prograns.



We had two (2) men working as needed in these capacities.
under the CETA and YACC prograns and John Stevens is doing good work

very wel |

under the YACC Canp Henry program based at St.

men live off residence in Ashton.

Ant hony, |daho. Both of these

M SCELLANEQUS

During the year the Ashton Hatchery experienced the visitation of

approximately 500 to 1,000 visitors. Qur biggest visitor load occurs in the spring
as school termnates for sunmer vacation.
Al so, duck hunters and nuskrat trappers used hatchery property for their

recreati on uses.

EGG PRODUCTI ON

Sour ce Eggs Recei ved
Hayspur 930, 580
Pl ynout h Rock 187, 968

FI SH TRANSFERRED

Sour ce Anmount Recei ved

Henrys Lake

Swi mup Fry 126, 454
FI SH SALVAGED

I sl and Park Reservoir

Dam Site 1, 200

Henrys Lake Qutl et 500

Dry Beds Canal 500

FI SH PLANTED

Rai nbow (1 in- 3 il’l) 522 437

Rai nbow (3 in - 6 in) 222,772

Rai nbow (6 in and Over) 160, 008

Brown (1in - 3 in) 130, 806

Cutthroat (1 in - 3 in) 124, 384

Trent Oram wor ked



DRY FI SH FEED USED

Si ze Pounds Cost
Swi m Up 750 $ 204.81
#1 1, 250 335. 12
#2 2,150 575. 50
#3 2,950 790. 90
#4 4,000 1,072. 40
#5 19, 700 3,715. 12
#6 None None
# 52, 650 9,636.72
83, 450 $16, 330. 57
Oregon Moi st 300 $ 102. 00




